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Comprehensive Vascular Exposure resection of the great vessels arising from the arch,
the exposure of distal renal artery in the kidney, theStoney, R. J. and Effeney, D. J.
Lipincott-Raven, 1998. axillary approach to the thoracic outlet, and the re-
section of the fibular for the peroneal artery. The193 pages; price $125.50.
same is true for extra-anatomical tunnelling such as
This book is aimed at presenting the most common obturator bypass or the external route for femoral to
exposures of vascular structures. It is written by two anterior tibial artery. Also missing is a more formal
authors with a considerable expertise which, as stated discussion of the pros and cons for various exposures
in the preface, derives from over four decades of of a given vascular segment, which may allow a more
experience of vascular surgery at the University of appropriate choice when dealing with a given patient.
California. It describes in detail the anatomy and the The choice is probably obvious for such experienced
approaches of vessels with plenty of figures, including authors, but may be less so for trainees or surgeons
drawings, surgical views and cadaver dissections. The less familiar with vascular exposures. Probably for the
book is divided in 10 chapters reviewing the main same reason, no reference lists are provided. Cross-
areas of the human body vascular surgeons have to sectional views are very helpful in understanding the
deal with: the neck, base of the neck, mediastinum, lower extremity anatomy, but unfortunately they have
thorax, abdomen, lower and upper extremities. The no legends. This would have been a tremendous asset
final chapter is devoted to tunnels. In each chapter to the vascular trainee who is often unfamiliar with
there is a description of the general anatomy including the muscular anatomy of extremities.
muscles and surrounding structures, the vascular ana- In summary, this book is not an encyclopaedia or a
tomy with the main variations, positioning of the vascular surgical atlas. It provides the reader with the
patient, the exposure itself, explained step by step, personal views of two experienced vascular surgeons.
and then a small paragraph on restoration of the It is worth the purchase for vascular trainees or general
wound. The illustrations are excellent, precise and surgeons who want to become more familiar with the
mostly in full colour, and they fit with the text very main vascular approaches, or for vascular surgeons
well. The drawings have been done by E. Natuzzi who, who enjoy beautifully illustrated text-books.
besides being an excellent illustrator, is a physician
and an accomplished vascular surgical trainee, which J. P. Becquemin and A. D’Audiffret
obviously has contributed to the clarity of the il- Paris, France
lustrations. The general layout and indexing are clear
and easy to follow. Most chapters are well developed;
however, no one will be surprised that, knowing the
Vascular and Endovascular Surgery: A Companionlong lasting interest of the authors for the upper part
to Specialist Surgical Practiceof the abdominal aorta and the visceral arteries, this
J. D. Beard and P. A. Gaines, Eds.chapter is thoroughly and pleasingly detailed. The
W. B. Saunders Ltd, 1998.retroperitoneal, the thoracoabdominal as well as the
509 pages; price £45.00.transabdominal route with visceral medial rotation are
perfectly described. Equally useful is the presentation
This is the seventh volume in the series ‘A companionof the exposure of the vena cava. Tunnelling of graft
to Specialist Surgical Practice’, which has been co-in reconstructive vascular surgery is often difficult for
edited by two experts from the Sheffield Vasculara young vascular trainee to understand. This chapter
Institute: one a vascular surgeon and the other anprovides good pieces of information and it is a good
interventional radiologist. The two Editors have co-idea to have gathered them in the same chapter.
written several of the chapters and many of the otherSome rare exposures are not shown. Among them
chapters have also been co-written by a vascular sur-are the exposures of the vertebral artery both prox-
imally and distally, the cervical approach by clavicle geon and interventional radiologist. The majority of
1078–5884/99/040369+02 $12.00/0 Ó 1999 W.B. Saunders Company Ltd.
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the authors are from the United Kingdom, although offers more than a simple digest of the clinical ap-
proach, imaging assessment and surgical techniques,there are a few contributors from continental Europe.
as there is an excellent overview of carotid trials andThe text is divided into 17 chapters, organised in a
perioperative monitoring. The Sheffield pioneering ex-fairly standard manner, beginning with an extensive
perience with carotid angioplasty is also reviewed,chapter on risk factors and epidemiology and ending
with the authors concluding that further randomisedwith a chapter on vascular malformations. There is also
trials are required for this controversial treatment.a particularly interesting chapter on vascular trauma,
The detailed chapter on deep vein thrombosis andwritten by the surgeons in Belfast, who unfortunately
thrombotic disorders is enhanced by a pragmatic diag-have an indisputable experience of vascular trauma.
nostic strategy based on current imaging methods.Most of the chapters are written from a problem-
The documentation on caval interruption is also ex-orientated perspective; for example, there are separate
cellent. The chapters on chronic venous insufficiencychapters for the management of claudication, chronic
and lymphoedema cover surgical treatments but em-critical limb ischaemia and acute limb ischaemia. Con-
phasise the importance of aggressive compressionventional surgical and endovascular management are
therapy. Varicose vein pathology benefits from a chap-covered in each chapter as appropriate. Specific in-
ter from those well-recognised experts in Edinburgh,strumentation and devices are also described when
with clearly defined pathways for the clinical andrelevant without any excessive elaboration. The section
radiological assessment for primary and recurrent var-on vascular grafts and stents gives more than a glimpse
icose veins. The issue of day case varicose vein surgeryof their variety and respective qualities, indications is also discussed.
and advantages, including new prosthetic coatings In summary, Mr Beard and Dr Gaines provide us
and cell seeding. The specific chapter on revision with an excellent reference textbook, where each chap-
vascular surgery provides an interesting subject for ter almost represents a useful book by itself. One might
debate, as this reviewer does not accept the authors’ regret the relative lack of historical aspects, but this is
opinion that the major principle of graft infection understandable, considering that this book is aimed
should be total graft excision. However, in situ re- at vascular trainees studying for Higher Surgical Ex-
placement is also discussed. aminations, as well as providing a useful update for
Upper limb vascular disorders, renal and intestinal established vascular surgeons. Overall, there is great
vascular disease, and vasospastic and connective tissue consistency between the chapters, which are well bal-
disorders are covered in separate well-documented anced with good illustrations and up-to-date ref-
chapters. The two chapters devoted to arterial an- erences. This book could well become a standard
eurysms and extracranial carotid disease are bang up European textbook for vascular surgeons in training.
to date, with informed discussion regarding the pros
and cons of conventional versus endovascular man- G. Bonneton,
Grenoble, Franceagement. The chapter on extracranial carotid disease
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